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Abram and said, ‘‘I am giving you this
land,’’—the West Bank.

This is not a political battle at all. It
is a contest over whether or not the
word of God is true. The seven reasons
here, I am convinced, clearly establish
that Israel has a right to the land.

Eight years ago on the lawn of the
White House, Yitzhak Rabin shook
hands with PLO Chairman, Yasser
Arafat. It was a historic occasion. It
was a tragic occasion.

At that time, the official policy of
the Government of Israel began to be,
‘‘Let us appease the terrorists. Let us
begin to trade the land for peace.’’ This
process has continued unabated up
until last year. Here in our own Nation,
at Camp David, in the summer of 2000,
then Prime Minister of Israel, Ehud
Barak, offered the most generous con-
cessions to Yasser Arafat that had ever
been laid on the table.

He offered him more than 90 percent
of all the West Bank territory; sov-
ereign control of it. There were some
parts he did not want to offer, but in
exchange for that he said he would give
up land in Israel proper that the PLO
was not asking for.

And he also did the unthinkable. He
even spoke of dividing Jerusalem and
allowing the Palestinians to have their
capital there in the East. Yasser Arafat
stormed out of the meeting.

Why did he storm out of the meeting?
Everything he has said he has wanted
all of these years was put into his
hand. Why did he storm out of the
meeting?

A couple of months later, there began
to be riots, terrorism. The riots began
when, now Prime Minister, Ariel Shar-
on, went to the Temple Mount. And
this was used as the thing that lit the
fire and that caused the explosion.

Did you know that Sharon did not go
unannounced and that he contacted the
Islamic authorities before he went and
secured their permission and had per-
mission to be there? It was no surprise.
The response was very carefully cal-
culated. They knew the world would
not pay attention to the details.

They would portray this in the Arab
world as an attack upon the holy
mosque. They would portray it as an
attack upon that mosque and use it as
an excuse to riot. Over the last eight
years, during this time of the peace
process, where the Israeli public has
pressured its leaders to give up land for
peace because they’re tired of fighting,
there has been increased terror.

In fact, it has been greater in the last
eight years than any other time in
Israel’s history. Showing restraint and
giving in has not produced any kind of
peace. It is so much so, that today the
leftist peace movement in Israel does
not exist because the people feel they
were deceived.

They did offer a hand of peace, and it
was not taken. That is why the politics
of Israel have changed drastically over
the past 12 months. The Israelis have
come to see that, ‘‘No matter what we
do, these people do not want to deal

with us . . . They want to destroy us.’’
that is why even yet today the sta-
tionery of the PLO still has upon it the
map of the entire state of Israel, not
just the tiny little part they call the
West Bank that they want. They want
it all.

The unwavering loyalty we have re-
ceived from our only consistent friend
in the Middle East has got to be re-
spected and appreciated by us. No
longer should foreign policy in the
Middle East be one of appeasement. As
Hiram Mann said, ‘‘No man survives
when freedom fails. The best men rot
in filthy jails and those who cried ‘ap-
pease, appease’ are hanged by those
they tried to please.’’

Islamic fundamentalist terrorism has
now come to America. We have to use
all of our friends, all of our assets, and
all of our resources to defeat the sa-
tanic evil.

When Patrick Henry said, ‘‘We will
not fight our battles alone. There is a
just God who reigns over the destiny of
nations who will raise up friends who
will fight our battles with us,’’ he was
talking about all our friends, including
Israel. And that is what is happening,
as of yesterday and I thank God for
that. Israel is now in the battle by our
side.

That is what is happening. As of yes-
terday, Israel is now in the battle by
our side, and I thank God for that. It is
time for our policy of appeasement in
the Middle East and appeasement to
the terrorists to be over. With our
partners, our victory must and will be
absolute victory.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan.
Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I

was to speak next, but I ask unanimous
consent that the Senator from
Vermont be given 3 minutes and then I
have the opportunity to address the
Senate after that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Vermont.
f

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2002—CONFERENCE REPORT—Con-
tinued

Mr. JEFFORDS. Madam President,
as chairman of the Environment and
Public Works Committee, which is the
lead authorizing committee for many
of the programs authorized in the
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st
Century, I would like to comment on
the pending FY 2002 transportation ap-
propriations conference report.

Overall, this is an excellent bill and I
intend to vote for it. However, there
are a few provisions in the highway
portion of this legislation that concern
me. TEA–21 represented a carefully ne-
gotiated compromise between many
different points of view, numerous
committees, and the entire House and
Senate. One key provision of this com-

promise legislation was Revenue
Aligned Budget Authority—RABA—
which ensured that obligations from
the Highway Trust Fund would equal
revenues into the fund, called TEA–21.
TEA–21 determined a carefully nego-
tiated breakdown between the share of
RABA funds that would flow to the
States through the apportionment for-
mulas and the share that would be
competitively distributed through the
allocated programs.

Unfortunately, the conference report
makes significant changes to the au-
thorization for RABA funding. As it
has done in each of the past 2 years,
the conference report ignores the au-
thorized distribution of funds for allo-
cated programs under RABA. However,
this time, rather than giving the
money back to the States through the
formulas, this legislation earmarks it
for special projects. In addition, the
conference report earmarks nearly $500
million that was supposed to be distrib-
uted to States through the apportion-
ment formulas. As a result, some
States will lose significant amounts of
highway funding. In essence, I am very
concerned that the appropriators are
rewriting the apportionment formulas
that were so carefully negotiated in
TEA–21.

I do not mean to begrudge the appro-
priators their prerogative to earmark
funding for specific projects. In fact, I
am very pleased that some of the fund-
ing is set aside for Vermont. However,
at some point we do have to draw the
line on earmarking when it threatens
the very fabric of a carefully nego-
tiated authorization. Unfortunately,
this year we may have finally crossed
that line.

I look forward to working with the
appropriators next year and through-
out the reauthorization process to
make sure we do a better job of main-
taining the integrity of TEA–21 while
providing the appropriators flexibility
within the guidelines set forth in that
law. TEA–21 is a delicately balanced
piece of legislation and we must be
careful not to upset that balance.

I yield back any time I have.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DUR-

BIN). The Senator from Michigan is rec-
ognized.

f

PARTISAN ATTACKS ON THE
MAJORITY LEADER

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to express great concern
about recent events and comments
that have been made in this Chamber
and in the House of Representatives
that I believe are not in keeping with
the sense of cooperation and biparti-
sanship that we have seen since Sep-
tember 11.

I remember, after the horrible at-
tacks that we all grieved about and
have focused on, on that day of Sep-
tember 11 we joined together on the
Capitol steps, and one of our colleagues
spontaneously started singing ‘‘God
Bless America,’’ and we all joined in.
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